Table 3. Pémenﬁge of hospital patients discharged to various focations, 1980-1985

Past trends 1984 L 1985
1980 1981 1982 1983  Predicted Observed  Predicted Observed

Self-care

Medicare 84.26 83.55 34.08 3272 82.63 79.41 82.22 76.25*

Non-Medicare 97.23 97.05 96.89 96.78 96.61 96.33* 96.46 95.96*
Home health care

Medicare 236 291 322 78 4.21 5.76* 4.67 6.77+

Non-Medicars 32 .39 43 Sl 57 .63 .63 87
Skilled nursing facility

Medicare 8.18 797 746 71.76 7.40 8.40 7.22 9.39+

Non-Medicare 18 17 .20 21 22 19 .23 25
Intermediate care facility

Medicare 240 272 244 259 2.61 2.89 2.64 3.52

Non-Medicare .07 07 07 .07 07 05 07 10
Other short-term hospital

. Medicare 1.73 1.60 1.64 1.80 1.76 1.38 1.78 2.27

Non-Medicare 1.07 113 123 L2 1.30 1.43 136 1.48
Transferred to other facilities

Medicare .82 .93 B} 1.10 1.15 1.38 1.23 1.54

Non-Medicare 48 43 50 .60 62 67 67 5
Discharged against medical advice

Medicare .24 .32 .26 24 25 .20 24 26

Non-Medicare .68 .76 .68 .62 .62 .66 .59 .60
% readmissions? :

Medicare 11,19 1171 1196 12.49 12.88 13.43 13.2¢9 13.71

Non-Medicare 683 7.26 736 7.69 7.96 8.00 8.22 8.11
Died in hospital )

Medicare 665 662 658 6.3l 6.28 6.28 6.17 6.69

Non-Medicare .88 87 .83 .79 77 .89+ 73 1.02*

Source: 10% sample of 646 Medicare and non-Medicare Professional Activity Study hospital admissions, third quarters
of 1980-1985, U1.S. nonwaivered, short-term, nonfederal hospitals for all variables except readmission rates.

4 Readmission rates are calculated only from the subset of 33! hospitals that had umit record numbering systems.

* P < .05 that the observed value is no different from the values predicted by the 1980-1983 trend.
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Figure 1. Regional changes in total length of stay for surgical cases for Medicare and non-Medicare
patients, 1980-1985 (doubie line = Northeast, dotted line = North Central, double dotted line =
South, solid line = West) .

- 60 -



12
=

11 —ar
- 10
= -
ﬂ 9 pr—
=
= 8
-]
= .
w 7
-
5 6
-] .
2
9 5
[-T]
-]
s ¢
<

2

1

83 84 '35 '§3 ‘34 'S5 '83 ‘34 '85 ‘83 ‘84 '85
NORTHEAST SOUTH NORTH CENTRAL WEST

Figure 2. Preoperative (solid areas) and postoperative (open areas) average length of stay for Medi-
care surgical patients by region, 1983-1985

Table 4. Age of Medicare inpatients and
proportion of inpatients with any comorbidities
or complications (CCs) by region

Average % of patients
Region age _ with CCs
Northeast 76.14 57
North Central 75.94 57
South 75.45 53
West 75.89 57
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