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Abstract -

The aim of this paper is to find out the general tendency between the size of welfare
area and the level of health-welfare services (LHWS) of the aged on the data in 199
4 in Japan, thercby to indicate that the inter-area gap of LHWS has a close
relationship to the size of area, and to evaluate LHWS of an area from point of not
only the actual value of LHWS but also the standard value of LHWS which takes the
size of area into consideration.

The main results are as follows. (1) When we take the population as the size of
area, we can find that the total (not per capita) indices of LHWS increase linearly
with the size of area, on the other hand, as the size of area becomes larger, the per
capita indices decrease rapidly in the range less than 300-500 thousand inhabitants,
but decrease moderately in the range over than about 500 thousand. (2) When we
take the number of the aged as the size of area, we can find similar tendencies to (1),
but we have 50-70 thousand of the aged instead of 300-500 thousand inhabitants in
(1) as the bending point. (3) The number of the aged is fit better than the population
in regression equations, But we can use the population as the size of welfare area,
because the difference of fitting is little. (4) As the rate of the aged out of total
population increases, the total indices of LHWS increase linearly, on the other hand,
per capita indices decrease linearly. (5) We can illustrate the evaluation of LHWS of
the welfare areas in Yamaguchi prefecture from point of not only the actual value of
LHWS but also the standard value of LHWS, and indicate that the LHWSs in
Yamagchi prefecture are better a little in all Japan.
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