consequent birth of grandchildren) contributes to strengthening the relationship
between mothers and daughters, rather than weakens it.

Support to children is affected more strongly by the characteristics (gender
and marital status of the children) of those who receive support than.the individual
characteristics and the socio-economic situation of mothers who offer support.
Similarly, support to parents are influenced heavily by the characteristics of parents,
such as their health conditions and type of resident. Therefore, important factors
determining family support are the characteristics of those who receive support
regardless of the subject of the support (that is, whether the subject is the older
generation or the younger generation). However, when we focus on the gender
difference, it is more apparent in support to children than in support to parents. The
number of siblings and marital status affect support to male children but not to female
children. In explaining support to parents, the side of the kin (the wife’s side or the
husband’s side) is more important than the gender of parents. Financial support to
parents primarily goes through the paternal side of kinship.

5 Summary and discussion

. In examining married women’s support to parents and support to children,
significant gender differences emerged. The flow of support was mediated by female
kinship ties - that is, from daughters to mothers, from daughters to mothers-in-law and
from mothers to daughters. The support system between female members was much
stronger than that between female and male. Because those who offer support tend to
be women, those who receive more support also tend to be women as well. However,
in examining the determinants of parental support, intergenerational relationship -
whether the family support is to the older generation or to the younger generation -
and the side of the kin - whether support is to the wife’s side or to the husband’s side -
were more critical than gender.

With respect of support to parents, the characteristics of the parents such as
health conditions, residential arrangement, distance from parents were important
factors. Regardless of the individual characteristics of the respondents who offer
support, when the parents became sick or lived together with children, they were more
likely to receive support from their daughters. Whether the husbands are the eldest
was critical in explaining support to parents, and it means that the paternal family
values are still important in determining family support. If female respondents had
male siblings, they are less likely to offer financial support to their own parents, and if
their husbands are the eldest, they are more likely to provide financial support to the
husband’s parents. Our analyses show that this paternal kinship ties remain crucial
in family relationship in Japan. Furthermore, being self-employed or family workers,
which often imply involvement in the hushand’s family business and capital transfer
between generations, leads to putting priority to supporting husband’s parents, rather



than their own parents. This is also evidence of importance of paternal family
relations.

Parental support to grown-up children is influenced by gender; female
grown-ups are more likely to enjoy support from their mothers than their male
counterparts. A significant gender difference in the factors determining support from
the parents is also found in our analysis. The number of siblings affects support to
male grown-ups, but not support to female grown-ups. Female grown-ups are in
general more likely to receive support from their parents than their male counterpart,
while the prospect for support among male grown-ups may be affected by the decline of
the fertility rate. This means that the declining fertility rate influences more directly
male children than their female counferpart. Furthermore, marriage of children does
not necessarily make the relationship between parents and children more independent.
Instead, it is likely to strengthen intimate relationship between them through the care
of grandchildren.

Thus, support between generations at individual families remains reasonably
strong, and it cannot be represented as the simple cost and benefit relationship
between generations as often described at the macro level. Family support is
performed within the framework of gender and intergenerational relations, and the
role of the family in contemporary Japan must be understood in reference to these two
main social relations. Japanese policy makers are concerned with making our society
ageless and gender-free, and in this respect, it is no doubt that social relations of

gender and generations are the critical aspects to be discussed.
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