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Consideration of necessities of the nationwide survey of intractable disease
patients receiving financial aid for treatment

Ohta Akiko, Nishina Motoko, Shibazaki Satomi, Fuchigami Hiroshi, Nagai Masaki { Department
of Public Health, Saitama Medical School)

Descriptive epidemiological studies are important and essential for investigation of the intractable diseases. We
compared the data based on 'the nationwide survey of patients receiving financial aid for treatment' and ‘the report
of the local arca health activities'. and discussed necessitics of the nationwide survey in future. The total number
of patients who received financial aid for trcatment and those by scx. arca and disease in the nationwide survey in
1997 were similar to those in the report of the local area health activities in 1997. The rcport of the local arca
health activities can not give the detailed data such as characteristics of medical institutions given in the
nationwide survey. but can give just the data on basic characteristics of patients. Since the electronic entry of the
clinical application form to the official financial aid for treatment started on 2001, the relevance of the electronic
eniry systems instead of the nationwide survey will be necessary to be discussed.

Key words: Intractable diseases, Nationwide survey of patients receiving financial aid for treatment. Report of the
local area health activities
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