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Prognostic severance of pemphigus patients who have been treated at
Department of Dermatology, Juntendo University School of Medicine

[keda S, Komivama E, Ogawa H: Department of Dermatology,
Juntendo University School of Medicine, Tokyo, Japan

In order to access the prognosis of the patients with pemphigus, we examined the
disease course and treatment methods of the patients who have been treated at our
OPD. As results, 21.7% of the patients (19.2% of pemphigus vulgaris (PV) patients and
29.4% ol pemphigus foliaceus (PF) patients) were found to be free from the disease
(without symptom and circulating pemphigus antibody, and not require any ireatment
for more than 1 year). Also there was no significant difference in the number of the

patients al remission phase or disease-free phase between plasmapheresis-treated



group and non-treated group. Furthermore, the number of the PF patients al remission
phase or disease-free phase was not so high as compared to that of PV patients. At
any late, these results indicated that immediate remission or disease free condition

could be achieved by appropriate treatment in many of pemphigus patients.
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Questionnaire survey on corticosteroid-induced
osteoporosis in intractable skin diseases

Fukumi Furukawa, MD

Department of Dermatology, Wakayama Medical University, Wakayama Japan

Corticosteroid is frequently used in the dermatological fields. There are many side
effects of corticosteroid including gastrointestinal inflammation and ulcers, infectlions,
osteoporosis and so on. Of these side effects, the preventative therapies {or osteoporo-
sis are not fully established because we have not evidences enough for evaluation,
Therefore, we did the questionnaire studies on corticostercid in the practical
dermatological treatment to almost 400 dermatclogists in Nagasaki, Shizuoka and
Wakayama in Japan. Over 90% administered corticosteroids to the patients, but the
preveniative therapy was performed by less than 50% of them. In addition, steroid-
indced osteoporosis and bone-fracture were experienced in 20-30% of them. Based on
these resultus, we propose that the preventive guideline for steroid-induced osteoporo-

sis should be soon established.
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Clinical trial of human amniotic membranes on
ulcerated skin surface in epidermolysis bullosa

Shigaku Tkeda, Masayuki Mizoguchi, Borisut Sanmano, Yasushi Suga
and Hideoki Ogawsa

Juntendo University School of Medicine, Department of Dermatology

Recently ophthalmologists have been using amniotic membrane (AM) for treatment of
corneal defects. They suggested that AM produce some factors which promote epithelial
healing processes and had gained [avorable out come. Human AM is also used as a
biological dressing of several skin conditions (for example, chronic leg ulcers and burn
palients). We report a dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa case that had treated by using AM.
The membranes were placed on 2 siles of ulcers on patient’s lower extremities, epithelial
side up, and changed every week. Successful heal with complete re-epithelization was
achieved at the sixth and tenth week of both lesions. This result indicates that human AM,

as a bhiological dressing, is effective for treatment of ulcers in epidermolysis bullosa.
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