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%ﬁéﬁ Recent Tendency of STD Reports in Commercial Magazines in 1999
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In recent years, STDs, especially Chlamydia infection, are increasing in Japan. As they are on the rise
among teenagers, it is important to provide the correct information in sex education at school.

Commercial magazines are the main resources for adults who need correct information about
sexuality and STDs. We investigated how STD information was dealt with in easily accessible
commercial magazines. We obtained 179 STD-related articles in 57 magazines published by 33
companies in 1999 from the catalog of books collected by Souichi Oya. We evaluated these articles
from the foliowing 4 viewpoints: 1) medical correctness 2) STD prevention 3) amusement only, and
4) STD information. There were 76 articles in 28 magazines published by 21 companies containing
STDs knowledge of them, 449 were medically correct, and 18.4% were STD informative. Only 1.3%
of articles in men’s magazines provided STD knowledge. On the contrary, amusement only articles
accounted for of all articles, of which 78.0% were for men’s magazines. At the same time, we sent
gquestionnaires to the editors, and with these received responses from 22.3%. They intended to
prevent STDs with these articles, but we found only one article that was satisfactory. We also found
different attitudes towards STD prevention between men’s and women’s magazines. Medical advisors
need to recognize the influence of commercial magazines as a source of information about STDs and
must moniter whether correct information is provided by these media.

Key words : STD (Sexually transmitted diseases), prevention, education-media
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Table1 Characteristics of magazines and contents of STD related articles n=40
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r(multiple answer) Kiosk 17
Convenience Store 16
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No.of articles related STD None 11
1-3 9
5- 8
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No.of STDs appeared in Chlamydia infection 11
Articles (multiple answer) HIV infection 1
Gonorrhea 8
Genital herpes i
Syphilis 5
Condyloma acuminatum 5
Trichomoniasis 4
Candidiasis K]
Others 8
Case of STD related Present 17
axperience Not present 11
No answer 12
Statistical data Present 15
Not present 13
No answer 12
Medical supervisor Present 9
Not present 13
No answer 18
Intention to put STD related articles [As information 21
(multiple answer) For interest 17
To prevent STD 14
Others 4
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