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Investigation on Sanitary Problems Regarding Fungi and House Mites

This paper presents the results of field investigations on fungi and mites carried out in ten houses. Air

temperature, air humidity, colony forming unit, number of house mites were measured and questionnaire

survey was conducted. Three kinds of methods were used to collect fungal spores. The amount of mites were

measured by vacuum method. No strong correlation was found between CFU for suspended fungal spores and
CFU for falling fungal spores (on PDA) and between CFU for falling fungal spores (on PDA and on D-18)and

number of mites. In Japanese-style room with tatami-mat, various kinds of mites were found and the frequency

of cleaning influenced on the number of mites. CFU for suspended fungal spores and that for falling fungal

spores were high when air temperature ranged from 20 °C to 24 °C and humidity was higher than 80%R.H.
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The Economic Effectiveness of the Measures against Sick House Syndrome

It is difficult to characterize sick house syndrome itself, and the measures against sick houses are confounded by

the problems of lifestyles and housing situations that are peculiar to Japan. Therefore, the true nature of the

problem could easily be missed, unless these background factors are examined before discussing the measures

against sick houses. 1deally, the economic effectiveness of the measures against sick houses should be discussed

after certain successes have been achieved in the study related to such measures. This report, however, locks at

the problems and issues that have already become evident in residential buildings in Japan, and analyzes the

usefulness of the measures against sick houses from diversified points of view. It is expected to have great

socioeconomic significance to promote measures for better indoor environment, triggered by the need for

measures against sick houses. The discussion should not only be limited to the physical properties of buildings,

but also be expanded to include the desirable changes in the lifestyles of Japanese citizens. Such discussion

should aim at long-term, comprehensive housing policies.
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