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The amplification of Sanyo medical network for seriously intractable neurological diseases
Yasuhiro MANABE, Hitoshi WARITA, Tetsuro MURAKAMI, and Koji ABE
Department of Neurology, Okayama University School of Medicine
ABSTRACT

We amplified the Sanyo medical committee for intractable neurological diseases. The committee had a
hospital network consisted of a control hospital (Department of Neurology, Okayama University
Hospital), leading hospital, and cooperative hospitais. We published in pamphlet form to introduce the
activities of the network. We investigated the prevalence rates of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS),
Parkinson’s disease (PD) and spinocerebellar degeneration (5CD) in Okayama prefecture. The density of
population is far higher in the southern area than the northem area. The prevalence rates of ALS, PD and
SCD were far higher in the southern area. The information on the available beds, the sick announcement,
and the welfare service is not still enough. The close cooperation with the hospitals, patients, and the
prefectual government is needed.
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The construction of the complete following and registration system for
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis patients in Kagawa prefefture
-the second year report-

Yoshio Hatanaka,Shyougo Fujii,Noriko Ichihara,
Toshiyuki Ishibashi, Takeshi Ozaki * Hiroko Tokunaga *
Department of Neurology, National Takamatu Hospital,
Department of health and welfare, Kagawa prefecture office *

In August 2000, we checked all ALS patients in Kagawa prefecture by using this system. On August 3, we got
the data of the newly registered from the health and welfare department of Kagawa prefecture office.

In principle, we interviewed physician in charge in order to hear of clinical history and examined patients
directly at their admitted hospitals or at the home after taking the permission of our examinations from the both
patients themselves and their physicians in charge.

We could not interview 5 patients under home care because of not getting permission. Privacy of patients was
considered to be most important and we paid the attention for individual patient not to be identified.

From August 1999 to August 2000, 12 patients were newly registered. In 1999's database we had 53 patients
and then the total 65 patienst were subjected in this time. 2 out of 65 patients had gone to other prefecture and 9
were dead. Three patitents were diagnosed of the bulbospinal muscular atrophy. Finally we analyzed the
characters of 51 surviving patients who were able to diagnose of ALS.

Sex ratio was flattend. 38 out of 51 patients were artificially ventilated and 7 of them were under home care
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(Home Mechanical Ventilation: HMYV) after tracheostomy.

During this time research period one patient was died of sepsis and one patient on NIPPV and one without
respirator were operated with tracheostomy an artificially ventilated. And finally 39 patients were artificially
ventilated. 4 out of 39 patients were enjoying with their personal computer and taking the excursion by the
special automobiles.

In Japan the system of the public obligatory tnsurance began in April 2000. The handicapped aged patients and
patients over 40 years old with intractable diseases were available for this system. ALS patients could request
the domestic helpers by this system but in Japan manipulating the tracheal suction tube by the domestic helper
was illegal and only the helper about taking bath was wished.

In each case of above mentioned, we requested for public health center to coordinate the home care stuff
meeting and all stuff involving with doctor and nurse visiting patients, domestic helper, domestic care manager
and patient’s family joined at one place to discuss about various problems of HMV,

The discussion in the above meeting were very useful for planning the individual care management
schedules.
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