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2. Certification process

The National Certification Committee of Japan (J-NCC) is composed of the
following members:

1. Tatsuo Miyamura, M.D. (Chairman), Director, Department of Virology II, National
Institute of Infectious Diseases (Virologist)

2. Nobuhiko Okabe, M.D. Director, Infectious Disease Surveillance Center,
National Institute of Infectious Diseases (Epidemiologist, Paediatrician)

3. Koji Ueda,M.D. Professor, Seinan Women'’s College (Professor
Emeritus, Kyushu University, School of Medicine) (Paediatrician)

4. Hitoshi Kamiya,M.D. President, National Mie Hospital (Professor Emeritus, Mie
University, School of Medicine, President of the Japanese Society for
Vaccinology) (Paediatrician)

5. Teiji Yamamoto, M.D. Professor, Department of Neurology, Fukushima
Medical University (Neurologist)

6. Munehiro Hirayama, M.D. Director, Japan Child and Family Research Institute
(Professor Emeritus, Tokyo University, Schoot of Medicine)} (Paediatrician)

7. Hiroshi Suzuki, M.D. Professor, Department of Public Health, Niigata
University, School of Medicine (Epidemiologist, Virologist)

8. Ken Kasai, M.D. (Hiroki Nakatani, M.D.): Director, Division of Tuberculosis and
Infectious Diseases Control, Ministry of Health & Welfare (Public Health)

9.  Shoji Tokunaga, Ph.D. Associate professor, Department of Preventive
Medicine, Graduate School of Medical Sciences, Kyushu Universily

The J-NCC was established in 1997 aiming to summarize necessary
information to prove polio free status in Japan for the Regional Certification
Committee. its terms of references are summarized as follows:

(1) To prove no indigenous wild poliovirus transmission has been detected for a
period of at least 3 years after the last indigenous wild poliovirus was identified in the
Western Pacific Region during which surveillance has been maintained at the level of
performance needed for certification.

(2) To validate the data and submit the certification documentation required by the
Regional Commission.

(3} To ensure that appropriate measures are in place to detect and respond to
importation of wild poliovirus.

In order to accomptish this purpose, the basic principle of the Japanese
certification for poliomyelitis eradication was established by collecting solid evidence
indicating the absence of wild polioviruses by strengthening the present surveillance
system. Furthermore the following specific measures were taken.

(A) Educational material tor physicians and medical institutions:

Physicians and medical institutions are provided with educational material to

inform of progress in global poliomyelitis eradication, and in the Western Pacitic
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