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Evidence-based medicine for health

sciences librarians
I. Introduction to the EBM paradigm
A, Components of EBM
B. Outcome products
C. Asking the clinical question you
can answer
D. Types of evidence-based
information
I1. Searching the literature for
evidence-based information
A. Important MEDLINE features
B. Refinement of search strategies
C. Clinical filters in diagnosis,
etiology, therapy, and prognosis
questions
D. Finding systematic overviews /
meta-analysis on MEDLINE
E. Improving retrieval of
randomized controlled trials
F. The clinical queries search on

97

PubMed
I11. Beyond MEDLINE
A MEDLINE sensitivity, specificity,
and precision
B. Other important databases
IV. Using evidence to make clinical
decisions
A. Evidence needed to make a good
decisions |
1. Probabilities of various
outcomes
2. Outcome measures (life expec-
tancy, quality of life)
B. Synthesizing information decision

aids
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Understanding study design and

statistical concepts in clinieal research
Week I

Overview of common research

designs used in clinical literature

Confidence intervals

Week IT

Critical appraisal tests about
hypotheses; null hypothesis

Intention to treat principle

Week 111

Critical appraisal of article
demonstrating hypotheses tests
and intention to treat principle

Risk, relative risk, relative risk



